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For immediate release

TEACH FOR CANADA-GAKINAAMAAGE TA PROGRAM
EMPOWERS NORTHERN TEACHER/EDUCATION ASSISTANTS
WITH IN-PERSON LEARNING SUMMIT

Thunder Bay, January 19th, 2024 — The Teach For Canada—Gakinaamaage
Teacher/Education Assistant (TA) Program proudly announces its in-person Learning
Summit, a crucial component of its comprehensive initiative to offer coaching,
professional development, and support to local Teacher/Education Assistants (TAs) in
First Nations schools. The program aims to further develop the teaching knowledge and
skills of TAs, fostering a positive impact on students and classrooms.

The TA Program provides personalized skills development based on individual goals,
virtual professional development sessions tailored to northern teaching assistant
contexts, and an all-expense-paid trip to Thunder Bay, Ontario, for the Learning Summit.
24 TAs from 12 First Nations have completed the program since it was piloted in 2020.

Of their decision to take part in the Teach For Canada—Gakinaamaage TA Program, a
participant said, "l want to become a better teacher assistant. In this way, | can better
assist my teacher and my students. Eventually, this will also help me to fulfill my long-
range goal of becoming a teacher”.

The Learning Summit is a dynamic event that will bring together 31 TAs from 14 different
First Nations in Ontario, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan. Set against the backdrop of Fort
William First Nation’s sacred Anemki Wajiw (Anishinaabemowin for Thunder Mountain,
also known as Mount McKay) at the Valhalla Hotel & Conference Centre in Thunder Bay,
Ontario, the program will take place from Tuesday, January 23rd, to Thursday, January
25th, 2024.

The primary objective of this summit is to provide a supportive platform for the growth
and development of TAs as educators within their respective First Nations. The
experience will feature sessions focusing on essential aspects of teaching and support,
including the cultivation of positive classroom relationships, prioritizing student well-
being, recognizing and addressing learner needs, and facilitating goal-setting and
professional networking opportunities for participants.

The 2024 in-person Learning Summit represents Teach For Canada—Gakinaamaage’s
ongoing efforts to support stable and effective First Nations schools that are led and
staffed by local community members.

About Teach For Canada—Gakinaamaage

Teach For Canada—Gakinaamaage is a non-profit organization that works with northern

First Nations to recruit, prepare, and support committed teachers. Too often, teachers
arrive in the north without the preparation and support they need to succeed—and stay—
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in the classroom. The twin challenges of teacher supply and turnover compound
historical injustices and systemic inequities to produce an education gap between First
Nations and non-First Nations communities. We work with First Nations to begin to close
that gap.

Teach For Canada—Gakinaamaage currently supports 129 educators working with over
2,400 students across 28 First Nations. We welcome conversations from First Nations
representatives who are interested in working together. Applications are open for
Canadian certified teachers interested in teaching in a northern First Nation in fall 2024.

For more information, visit teachforcanada.ca.
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