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Education
Teach for Canada holds enrichment training

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Teach for Canada-Gaki-
naamaage recently completed
another Enrichment Program
for teachers who will be teach-
ing in First Nation communi-
ties across northern Ontario,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan at
Lakehead University’s Thun-
der Bay campus. The program
featured a variety of sessions
including Language Lessons
and opportunities for the teach-
ers to meet representatives from
their matched community and
Teach for Canada alumni who
have taught or are teaching in
their matched community.

“This is our first year back
after doing virtual sessions,” says
Nikki Martin, growth and part-
nerships manager at Teach for
Canada-Gakinaamaage. “This
is our first attempt at a hybrid
program delivery so lots of
learning curves, but really excit-
ing to see everyone in person.
There’s a quality of connection
you can’t get when you’re doing
these sessions virtually, just to
be able to greet people, to do
the smudges, open ceremonies
with a hugging circle and really
just have that time to connect.”

Martin says the Trauma-
Informed Classrooms and
Land-Based Learning sessions
were among the highlights dur-
ing the Teach for Canada-Gaki-

naamaage program.

“(We’re) just making sure
teachers are equipped with
good pedagogy, making sure
to have a well-rounded under-
standing of the context that
they’re going into and how to
best support students,” Martin
says. “We had our Land-Based
Learning session highlighting
the importance of creativity
when you’re teaching Indig-
enous students in the north
and finding ways to get out and
learn from the land as opposed
to just the traditional classroom
setting in the west.”

Greg Meconse, an Indig-
enous teacher who has family
in Eabametoong and Lac Seul,
is looking forward to teaching
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in Lac Seul at Obishikokaang
Elementary School.

“My family was really happy
that I’'m going back there and
making a connection again
with my home community,”
Meconse says. “This week was
good for if you had any ques-
tions about how it might
work being a teacher in a First
Nations community, a lot of
trying to explain to the teachers
what the community might be
like while you’re there and some
of the differences in culture
between the city and the rez. I
felt pretty comfortable already
but there’s just a couple of little
missing pieces of the puzzle and
I think Teach for Canada really
helped me fill in those little

gaps.”

Meconse says Patricia Ninge-
wance, a Lac Seul citizen who
was appointed as a Member of
the Order of Canada in Decem-
ber 2022 for her contributions
to the vitality of Indigenous lan-
guages as an Anishinabemowin
teacher, author and publisher,
taught Anishinabemowin to the
teachers who will be working in
communities that speak Anishi-
nabemowin during the Teach
for Canada-Gakinaamaage pro-
gram.

“She supported us in some
learning and I think everybody
got some basics down, noth-
ing too complex but we defi-
nitely got some basics down for
Anishinabemowin,” Meconse

says. “We just learned how to
say hi, I'm a teacher and just the
kind of basics, where you are
from and such.”

Meconse also highlighted the
connections he made with other
teachers and community rep-
resentatives during the Teach
for Canada-Gakinaamaage pro-
gram.

“I connected with another
teacher going to Lac Seul,”
Meconse says. “As we kind of
get to know each other better
and then you see people that are
going to the same community
as you, so you get more com-
fortable. We made plans to go
fishing already, we’re going to
go fishing when we meet up at
Lac Seul.”
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Thunder Bay, Ontario

Largest Sporting Goods Supplier in NW Ontario

Trade in to Trade up!

www.playitagainsportsthunderbay.com

HOCKEY - BASEBALL -FITNESS- GOLF

Are you feeling lonel !

Need to talk? We're here to listen.
We-Chee-Way-Win
is a 24-hour Telephone Answering Service.

Why not give us a call?

1-800-465-2600

“All calls are kept strictly confidential.”
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PROUDLY OWNED & PRODUCED IN N ONTARIO
THUNDER BAY & DRYDEN & SINCE 1981

Your BRAND. Your COMPANY. Your TEAM. Your SAFETY.
Call: 807-346-4445 or 800-376-6665

Commercial - Residential - Industrial - Cottage

« Security Systems « 24hr ULC Monitoring - Camera Systems « Card Access
« Electronic Door Controls - Lock Sales, Repairs, Rekeys - Deadbolts - Padlocks
- Safe Opening & Repairs - Restricted Key Systems - Doors and Hardware

Phone: 807-468-7878
1221 HWY 17 West, Keewatin | Toll Free: 1-888-893-6488

Ontario Native Education Counselling Association

www.oneca.com

oneca@oneca.com | 705.692.2999
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Business Printing
Computer Services
Filing Systems
Promotional Materials
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Business Systems by Herman Hanschke

HERMAN HANSCHKE

herman@safeguardthunderbay.com

Personal Protective Equipment
Ask us about our new and improved apparel decoration services!

105-229 Pearl St.
P.O. Box 10175
Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 6T7

Tel: (807) 344-2983
Toll-Free: 1-877-544-2983
Cell: (807)627-6414
Fax: (807) 344-1581
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL ALEX
807-627-4533
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INTERCITY SHOPPING CENTRE, THUNDER BAY, ON. PTB-6B9 (807) 623.3233

- FREE SAMPLES! -

DO YOU LOVE CHOCOLATE!

We have
RED CANDY APPLES
CARAMEL APPLES

ROCKY Pbp

BRING THIS COUPON FOR:

ANY CARAMEL APPLE or
PIECE OF HOMEMADE FUDGE
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Book your Wawatay News ad today!

Contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura, Phone: 807 622-6000
Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca

Alcona Storage

Phone: 807-738-8888
e-mail: info@alconastorage.ca
Web site: www.alconastorage.ca
140 Alcona Drive, Sioux Lookout, ON

Development
Program

B Pontaie Canadi

Anishnawbe Skills

Pre High School Upgrading in
Communications, Math, and Technology

For more information go to tbifc.ca
or call 807-345-5840 ext. 9074

‘%Za-g@l'l-do-wm

Information About Health, Healing & Family Violence
For Indigenous Communities In Ontario

1-800-669-2538 | zicresources.ca

www.purplecamel.ca
977 Alloy Drive, Unit #18
Thunder Bay, Ontario
P7B 5Z8

Purple Camel

Grace Parker

Email: info@purplecamel.ca

Learning Resources Inc.

Phone: 807-623-2871
Toll Free: 1-888-704-7382
Fax: 807-623-2872

Licensed Service & Repair Facility
Automotive, Truck & Coach

Heavy Equipment

807 737-4643

MTO Safety Inspection Station o Napa Autocare Centre
Tires - Manuli Hydraulics Authorized Dealer
Flatbed Towing - Welding - Linde/Praxair Depot

1-877-337-4643




